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Traditional Stories from the Cherokee Nation

      he Cherokee were driven from their homelands in North Carolina 
and Georgia over 100 years ago when gold was discovered in their 
lands. The journey known as the “Trail of Tears”. It was a terrible 
time for the people - many died from the hardships and the women 
wept. The old men knew the women must be strong to help the chil-
dren survive so they called upon the Great One to help their people 
and to give the mothers strength.

The Great One caused a plant to spring up everywhere a Motherʼs tears had fallen upon the 
ground on the journey. He told the old men that the plant would grow quickly, then fall back 
to the ground and another stem would grow. The plant would have white blossoms, a beauti-
ful rose with fi ve petals and gold in the center for the greed of the white man for the gold 
on their land. The leaves would have seven green leafl ets, one for each Cherokee clan. The 
plant would be strong and grow quickly throughout the land all along the Trail of Tears. The 
stickers on the stem would protect it from those who might try 
to move it, as it spread to reclaim some of the lost Cherokee 
homeland.

 The next morning, the women saw the beauti-
ful white blossoms far back on the trail. When 

they heard what the Great One had said they felt 
their strength returning and knew they would 

survive and the children would grow and  
 the People would fl ourish in the new 

Cherokee Nation.

Serialized Traditional  Stories Courtesy of Cherokee Nation and the Arkansas Press Associ-
ation. Visit www.cherokee.org to learn more about the culture and heritage of the Cherokee 
Nation. Visit http://www.arkansaspress.org/niemain.html for more information.
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The Legend of the Rose
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THE END

Arkansas Education Standards: Oral & Visual Communications: 
Speaking, Listening &  Media Literacy; Writing.4-7; Reading.8-11

Reporter’s 
Notebook:

Use an Arkansas map 
to follow the Trail 
of Tears through the 
state. Look through 
the newspaper to fi nd 
stories of strife, hard-
ship and strength of 
character. Compare 
and contrast the sto-
ries to this traditional 
story.


